
PRESIDENT’S RESEARCH FUND (PRF) SERC
APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Deadline: January 16, 2024 5:00 P.M. CST

To be submitted via OpenWater

Questions regarding these guidelines may be directed to David Borgmeyer, PhD in the Office of the
Vice President for Research, at (314) 977-1129, Email: david.borgmeyer@slu.edu



The President’s Research Fund (PRF) supports promising projects that have strong potential to
attract external funding. These funds have been made available since 2009 to support research and
scholarly activity. PRF awards are aimed at supporting the collection of data or other pilot activities
that the awardee will use as the basis for extramural grant or contract applications.
The PRF funds can be used for seed funding for a project, bridge funding, or development of a new
collaboration or area of research.

Applications must be received by January 16, 2024 at 5:00 P.M. CST, via the OpenWater portal. Log
in to myslu.slu.edu and click on the OpenWater icon in the ‘My Apps’ tab. Log-in with your current
SLU email address (i.e., first.last@slu.edu) and your password. The first time you log in, you will
be asked to set up your profile.

Eligibility
Eligibility is based on the disciplinary content of the project, rather than the appointment of



Performance Period

● Support will be for the period fromMay 1, 2024, through July 31, 2025.

● No-cost grant extensions will only be permitted under exceptional circumstances, with

requests for such extensions being reviewed by OVPR and



8. RECOMMENDED REVIEWERS (Manda



Awards are based on a competitive review. Reviewers consider the merits of the specific activities
proposed, relative ranking among other applications, and availability of funds. Proposals must
demonstrate exceptional merit and value for the field of study, the individual, the department, the
college or school, and the research mission of the university.

Upon determination of compliance with guidelines, applications will undergo peer review. Each
application will be reviewed by one subject matter expert (ideally one of the reviewers suggested by
the applicants), and Science and Engineering Research Council members. Proposals will be given an
overall impact score ranging from 1 (exceptional) to 9 (poor), based on



Projects including the use of human subjects, animals, hazar


