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Assigning an Overall Impact Score (NIH Method)

A raw score of 1 is the best possible, 9 is the worst.

Scoring Table for Research Grant Applications

Degree of Impact
Impact Score Descriptor | Additional Guidance on Strengths/Weaknesses
High 1 Exceptional | Exceptionally strong with essentially no weaknesses
2 Outstanding | Extremely strong with negligible weaknesses
3 Excellent Very strong with only some minor weaknesses
Moderate
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