
mailto:hipaa@slu.edu


Version 130823 

Payment: Your protected health information will be used, as needed, to obtain payment for your health care services. 

This may include certain activities that your health insurance plan may undertake before it approves or pays for the health 

care services we recommend for you such as making a determination of eligibility or coverage for insurance benefits, 

reviewing services provided to you for medical necessity, and undertaking utilization review activities. For example, 

obtaining approval for a hospital stay may require that your relevant protected health information be disclosed to the 

health plan to obtain approval for the hospital admission.  

 

Healthcare Operations: We may use or disclose, as needed, your protected health information in order to support the 

business activities of your physician’s practice. These activities include, but are not limited to, quality assessment 

activities, employee review activities, training of medical students, licensing, marketing and fundraising activities, and 

conducting or arranging for other healthcare related activities. For example, we may disclose your protected health 

information to medical and allied health school students that see patients at our office. In addition, we may use a sign-in 

sheet at the registration desk where you will be asked to sign your name and indicate your physician. We may also call 

you by name in the waiting room when your physician is ready to see you. We may use or disclose your protected health 

information to contact you to remind you of your appointment. We will share your protected health information with third 

party “business associates” that perform various activities (e.g., billing, transcription services) for the practice. Whenever 

an arrangement between our office and a business associate involves the use or disclosure of your protected health 

information, we will have a written contract that contains terms that will protect the privacy of your protected health 

information.  

 

We may use or disclose your protected health information, as necessary, to provide you with information about treatment 

alternatives or other health-related benefits and services that may be of interest to you. Your name and address may be 

used to send you a newsletter about our practice and the services we offer. We may use or disclose your demographic 

information, the physicians who furnished the services, and the location and dates that you received treatment in order to 

contact you for fundraising activities supported by our office.  You have the right to opt out of these fundraising 

communications, as described in every fundraising communication.  

 

Required By Law: We may use or disclose your protected health information if the use or disclosure is required by law. 

The use or disclosure will be made in compliance with the law and will be limited to the relevant requirements of the law. 

You will be notified, as required by law, of any such uses or disclosures.  

 

Public Health: We may disclose your protected health information for public health activities and purposes to a public 

health authority that is permitted by law to collect or receive the information. The disclosure will be made for the purpose 

of controlling disease, injury or disability. We may disclose your protected health information to a public health authority 

that is authorized by law to receive reports of child abuse or neglect. In addition, we may disclose your protected health 

information if we believe that you have been a victim of abuse, neglect or domestic violence to the governmental entity or 

agency authorized to receive such information. We may also disclose your protected health information, if directed by the 

public health authority, to a foreign government agency that is collaborating with the public health authority.  

 

Communicable Diseases: We may disclose your protected health information, if authorized by law, to a person who 

may have been exposed to a communicable disease or may otherwise be at risk of contracting or spreading the disease or 

condition.  

 

Health Oversight: We may disclose protected health information to a health oversight agency for activities authorized 

by law, such as audits, investigations, and inspections. Oversight agencies seeking this information include government 

agencies that oversee the health care system, government benefit programs, other government regulatory programs and 

civil rights laws.  

 

Food and Drug Administration: We may disclose your protected health information to a person or company required 
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Communication Barriers: We may use and disclose your protected health information if your physician or another 
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