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Dear Graduates,  

What a wonderful gift it is to be here with you to celebrate your Pre-Commencement 
in community with one another. Today, with much gratitude and hope, we honor 
you, give heartfelt thanks to your families and friends for their love and support, and 
we look forward, together, to all that the future holds.  

We welcome your family, friends, peers, and the faculty and staff of the School of 
Social Work as they participate in this ceremony that recognizes you and all your 
hard work. We are so grateful that we can celebrate your hard-earned achievements 
and cheer for you here in College Church. Yet, we know that not all our loved ones 
can be here with us today. We keep those not with us in our hearts as we recognize 
you and your accomplishments. 

Today we honor a diverse group of graduates who – while connected and committed 
to the pursuit of servant leadership and the shared missions of Saint Louis University, 
the School of Social Work, and our complementary disciplines – have earned degrees 
in the fields of applied behavior analysis (ABA), criminology and criminal justice 
(CCJ), and social work (SWRK). Our class of 2024 is graduating with degrees and 
certificates in 20 different concentration/area combinations. 

Our 2024 graduating class includes 40 undergraduate students who majored in 
social work and criminology and criminal justice and 93 graduate students from 
63 different cities (around the globe) and 17 states across the country. More than 



aint Louis University’s School of Social Work provides students with an 
academic journey rooted in cutting-edge research, lived experiences, 
and servant leadership fortified by our holistic focus on humanity. Built 
upon an unwavering commitment to human, social, and environmental 
justice, the school is a leader in integrating preparation, education, and 

practice with faculty members who make substantial contributions to our respective 
professions. The school – a dynamic community of learning with excellence in 
teaching, research, and servant leadership – remains passionately dedicated to 
our mission: preparing students for professional practice with a commitment to 
social justice and the empowerment of vulnerable and oppressed populations. We 
currently rank in the top 13% of all Schools of Social Work in the nation. 

Established in 1930, SLU’s School of Social Work has evolved tremendously over the 
past nine plus decades and now offers academic and professional degrees at the 
bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral levels in three distinct yet critically interrelated 
disciplines: applied behavior analysis (ABA), criminology and criminal justice 
(CCJ), and social work (SWRK). We also offer graduate certificates in both applied 
behavior analysis (post-master’s) and gerontology (post-bachelor’s). Our academic 
offerings have advanced to respond to expanded societal need and demand for well-
trained, highly skilled, and justice-focused professionals and practitioners in our 
fields. Our distinctive MSW partnerships with Catholic and Jesuit universities in 
Missouri, Ohio, and Massachusetts as well as the development of our new online 
graduate programs in social work and applied behavior analysis illustrate our 
collective commitment to remove geographic and other barriers to higher education 
and training for tomorrow’s social workers, behavior analysts, and criminal justice 
professionals.   
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THE GRADUATES

Claire Busch George

Calie Rae Morgan Griffith

Julia Rose Hartman

Lauren Nicole Hasten

Natalie Michelle Hesford

Nicola SeNee Hodges

Julie Wynn Rivers

Emma Breann Johnson

Hadley Abigail Karandjeff

Julie Kelley

Katherine Jean Kempf

Joann J. Kim

Jacob George Klupchak

Kara Laine Knight

Bernard V. Kopecky

Gabby Krause

Margaret Amelia Kymes

Meredith Marie Lex

Tomminesha Treundus 
Matchingtouch

Brianna Jude Metellus

Jose Manuel Monzon 

Gabrielle Sara Moore

Adisyn Tayler Morgan

Loyiso Mqalo

Rebecca E. Muder

Julie Ann Murray

McKinleigh Meschele-Gay 
Nelsen

Kyra Ann O’Conner

Riley Nataki Pascall

Anita Lelia Phillips

Katelyn Elise Picard

Elizabeth Rose Polley 

Aubrey Elizabeth Quaranto

Katherine L. Randolph

Caitlin Reilly

Celia Jane Roark

Alayna Blair Roderique

Jenna Rodriguez

Hayley Alison Romano

Grace Mariah Sambiagio

Kimberly Saunchgrow

Jordyn Schrad

Julia Sheehan

Madison Ann Shields

Jean Erika Simon

Leviticus Randy Smith Jr.

Hope Therese Stratman

Leah Eliane Strickman

Brooke Alexandra Swierski

Erin Thies

Ashna S. Thomas

Taylor Maurine Thomas

Alexis Thurston

Camila Torres Cobos

Maria Cynthia Tsikalas

Dimitra Tziarli

Isabella Maria Valldeperas

Anna O’Leary Vuch

Shani Leigh Warren

Callabria Nicole Watson

Jayce Wessel

Abigail Marie West

Andrea Danielle Westbrook

Katherine Ruth Wilkins

Savannah Marie Wood

CERTIFICATE IN 
GERONTOLOGY

Delilah Cathain Chavis

Kimberly Saunchgrow

BACHELOR’S DEGREES  

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
IN CRIMINOLOGY & 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE  

Valentina Arroyave 

Nina L. Cook*

Pablo Cortes 

Erin Patricia Donahue

Alexandria Maria DiBrizzi**

Haley Elizabeth Enslein***

Gretchen Christine 
Imwalle***

Katie Hong-Ngoc Luu*



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
IN SOCIAL WORK

Chloe Marie Amstutz***

Katherine Marie Atkinson** 

Emma Bacila*

Marigrace Janette Bishop**

Brooke Boggs**

Asher Buckner** 

Avery Joy Maziarka Downes**

Heather Esmon***

Caitlin Page Frazee***

Samarya C. Hall** 

Katie Elizabeth Holtorf**

Zoe J. Isbell*

Sophie Elise Johnson**

Anna Rose Kappel**

Kathleen Julia McInerney 

Rachel Rose Passapera**

Delaney Erin Rice**

Lauren Paige Rocco**

Linda Fawzi Safi**

Calvin J. Samuel

Briana Taylor**

Sarah Elizabeth Lee Tracy*

*** summa cum laude (G.P.A. 3.9) 
** magna cum laude (G.P.A. 3.7) 

* cum laude (G.P.A. 3.5)  

Latin Honors are based on 
December 2023 cumulative 

GPA; final honors are 
recalculated based on final GPA 
and are indicated on transcript.

This program does not constitute 





Saint Louis University is one of the oldest 
and most prestigious Catholic universities 
in the United States. Founded in 1818, 






