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Fundamental Issues in Political Philosophy 
POLS 2700-01, POLS 2700-H01 

Spring 2023 
 
Dr. Wynne Moskop            Office Hours: 
Wynne.moskop@slu.edu          T & W 2-3:30pm   
McGannon 136           & by appointment  
 
Course Description  
 
Catalog Description: This course introduces students to the subfield of political theory by 
examining fundamental issues in the history of political thought�v  such as the pursuit of human 
dignity, equity, justice, and other social, natural, and transcendent goods�v through close 
reading of philosophical texts. Readings include Plato, Aristotle, and historical or contemporary 
thinkers in the Catholic intellectual tradition. 

In Spring 2023, we will address fundamental questions about political friendship and political 
community: What ties us together in a political community? How do we become political (as 
opposed to personal) friends? What determines who is included or excluded in a political 
friendship? How is political friendship related to issues of justice and injustice?  

When we look for the roots of tensions and injustices in racially and economically diverse urban 
political communities such as St. Louis, or national political communities that are becoming 
diverse through an influx of immigrants, it is clear that traditional nationalist bonds that have 
sometimes unite a relatively homogeneous citizenry are an inadequate basis for political 
friendship in contemporary pluralist democracies. Today we need different kinds of bonds for 
political friendship.  

Insights from thinkers in different philosophical traditions, including the Catholic intellectual 
tradition, will be brought to bear on questions about how to develop political friendship and 
just relations among citizens and between citizens and noncitizens. You will be asked to think 
about your own answers to these questions, and how those answers bear on your own 
relations in various political communities. 

Course objectives.  At the end of the semester, students should be able to: 
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how you are pr�}�P�Œ���•�•�]�v�P���]�v���o�]�P�Z�š���}�(���‰�}�•�š�������P�µ�]�����o�]�v���•���}�Œ���•�‰�����]�(�]�������•�•�]�P�v�u���v�š�•�X���/�[�u�����o�Á���Ç�•��
glad to meet with you to discuss your reflections or to think about how to develop one of 
them into an essay. Your final journal reflection will be retained and used to assess the 
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Feminist Pragmatism, immigration, and political community.  

4/19 Jane Addams, Democracy and Social Ethics (1902), selections.   

4/21  Jane Addams, Peace and Bread in Time of War (1922), selection. Journal reflections. 

4/24   Catholic Worker Movement. Selections from Dorothy Day: Selected Writings, ed. Robert 
Ellsberg (Orbis, 1992). Eres. 

4/26   Maurice Hamington�U���^�d�Á�}���>���������Œ�•�U���d�Á�}���h�š�}�‰�]���•�W���:���v�������������u�•�����v�������}�Œ�}�š�Z�Ç�������Ç�U�_��
NWSA Journal, 19,2 (Summer): 160-186. Pius Library electronic journals. 

Liberation Theologies and political community  

4/28 Leonardo Boff, Ecclesiogenesis The Base Communities Reinvent the Church (1986), 
selections. ERes. Journal reflections. 

5/1     Leonardo Boff continued 

5/3     �>���Á�]�•���'�}�Œ���}�v�U�_ An Afro-Jewish Critique of Jews Against Liberation�_���~�î�ì�î�í�•. Journal 
reflection 

Conditions for Political Friendship.  

5/5 �D���Œ�š�]�v���>�µ�š�Z���Œ���<�]�v�P�U���^�>���š�š���Œ���(�Œ�}�u���������]�Œ�u�]�v�P�Z���u���:���]�o�_ (1963); Allen, 
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feedback) or to schedule a live video conference. Both can be scheduled through EAB 
Navigate. For more information, visit the Student Success Center or email 
writing@slu.edu. 
Link: https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/universitywriting-
services/index.php   
 
Basic Needs Security 
Students in personal or academic distress and/or who may be specifically experiencing challenges such as 
securing food or difficulty navigating campus resources, and who believe this may affect their performance in 
the course, are encouraged to contact the Dean of Students Office (deanofstudents@slu.edu or 314-977-
9378) for support. Furthermore, please notify the instructor if you are comfortable in doing so, as this will 
enable them to assist you with finding the resources you may need. 

https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/2022-syllabus-stmt_in-class-attendance-and-participation.docx

