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(2) Describe at least 3 examples of Pope Francis’ exercise of governance and their relation 
to his understanding of reform. The Cardinal Analysis will be graded according to a 
rubric which specifically addresses this learning objective with respect to one example, 
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(5) Final Presentation (10%)  Students will make a 7-8 minute slide presentation on the subject 
of the international journey they have chosen for their final papers. Since the presentations will 
be done in class over the final 5 weeks of the semester (and thus in some cases well before the 
final papers are due), they need not be as detailed as the final papers. The presentation should 
communicate the core elements of each part of the paper: 1) the context 
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12 February 
 

Jorge Mario Bergoglio, “Leadership: The Big Picture and the Tiny Detail (1981),” Studies  
     in the Spirituality of Jesuits, vol. 45, no. 4: pp. 17-29. 

 
à Assignment due in class: Short Essay ß 

 
14 February 
 

Massimo Borghesi, “A Horizon Marked by Profound Contrasts,” The Mind of Pope  
     Francis (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press Academic, 2018): pp. 19-55. 

 
 

 
|  PART III: Reform of Church Governance  | 

 
 
19 February  [Pre-Existing Structures of Church Governance]  
 

Reese, Inside the Vatican:  
pp. 24-29  (College of Bishops) 
pp. 42-45, 60-65  (Synod of Bishops) 
pp. 66-74  (College of Cardinals) 
pp. 106-125  (Roman Curia) 
pp. 140-149  (Vatican Officials) 

 
21 February  [Program of Reform – Internal] 
 

Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), §§ 1-134. 
 
26 February  [Program of Reform – External] 
 

Evangelii Gaudium, §§ 176-274. 
 
28 February  [Going to the Peripheries] 
 

Pope Francis, “Homily at Lampedusa,” 8 Jul 2013. 
 

Ivereigh, Wounded Shepherd, chp. 6 
 
4 March  [Bringing the Peripheries into the College of Cardinals] 
 
 Matthew Bunson, “The College of Cardinals 2023: Global, Diverse, and Unpredictable,”  

     National Catholic Register.  
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 Ed Condon, “How Pope Francis has remade the College of Cardinals,” The Pillar, 30 May  
     2022.  

 
Andrea Gagliarducci, “Analysis: How to interpret Pope Francis’ choice of new cardinals,”    
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     Pope Francis (16 Apr 2016) 
 
 Pope Francis, “Address to authorities, civil society, and the diplomatic corps in Greece,”  

     4 Dec 2021. 
 
 Pope Francis, “Address in the Refugee Camp in Lesvos,” 5 Dec 2021. 
 
10 April  [Social Friendship] 
 

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti: Encyclical Letter on Fraternity and Social Friendship (3 Oct  
     2020): §§ 1-55, 198-287. 

 
15 April  [War & Peace] 
 
 Pope Francis, “Urbi et Orbi Message,” 25 Dec 2023.  
 

Jason Horowitz, “Pope Francis, in Plea for South Sudan Peace, Stuns Leaders by Kissing  
     Their Shoes,” New York Times: 11 Apr 2019. 

 
Jason Horowitz, “Secret ‘Mission’ for Peace in Ukraine May Show Limits of Pope’s  
     Influence,” New York Times: 3 May 2023. 

 
17 April  [Integral Ecology] 
 
 Pope Francis, Laudato Si’: Encyclical Letter on Care for Our Common Home (24 May  

2015): par. 1-16, 101-136, 137-162, 163-201.  [Pay attention to major section  
headings to get a sense for the overall argument] 

 
22 April  [A Better Politics: Popular not Populist] 
 
 Fratelli Tutti, par. 154-197. 
  

Pope Francis, “Address to the Joint Session of the United States Congress,” 24 Sept  
     2015. 

 
 
 

|  PART V:  Goal of the Reform: The Church as Joyful Evangelizer | 
 
 
24 April  [The “First Society”: Families and Young People] 
 
 Pope Francis, 
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 Pope Francis, Christus Vivit: Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation to Young People (25 Mar  
     2019): §§ 1-4, 179-201. 

 
29 April  [Mercy and Closeness to All] 

 
Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus: Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Year of Mercy  
     (11 Apr 2015). 
 
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, Fiducia Supplicans: Declaration on the Pastoral  
     Meaning of Blessings (18 Dec 2023).  

 
1 May  [Liturgy as Place of Encounter] 

 
Pope Francis, Desiderio Desideravi: Apostolic Letter on the Liturgical Formation of the  
     People of God (29 Jun 2022). 

 
6 May  [Criticism and Opposition] 
 
 Ross Douthat, “What will happen to conservative Catholicism?” New York Times: 9 Nov  

     2019. 
 

Gerhard Müller, “A Hostile Takeover of the Church of Jesus Christ…We Must Resist!”  
     (transcript of an interview on EWTN), 6 Oct 2023. 

 
John Allen, “Could bevy of new Vatican books betoken not civil war, but synthesis?”  
     Crux: 22 Jan 2023. 

 
13 May 
 
 à Final Paper due by 10:00am ß 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  10



  11 of 12 

Electronic Devices. All cell phones and other devices used for social media must be turned off 
before class begins and remain off for the duration of class. 
 
Written Work. All written work submitted for a grade in the course should be formatted as 
follows: double-spaced in 12-point font with 1-inch margins on all sides.  A word count must 




