
INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC .3 (L) 6.3 (I) -21.7 (C) 
P 

(314) 605-2499 (Cell) 

Office: 155 McGannon 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:00—4:00 or by appointment 

E-mail: robert.cropf@slu.edu  

Course Description and Objectives: 

This course serves as a broad introduction to both the theory and practice of public 
finance at the federal, state, and local levels of government in the United States.  

Public economics (also public finance) is the study of the role of government in the 
economy. It is defined around four questions: When should governments intervene? How 
should governments intervene? What is the impact of government intervention on the 
economy? And why do governments intervene in the way that they do? 

Government activities account for nearly a third of all economic activity in the United 
States. While this proportion seems large, it is actually smaller than the government’s 
share of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in other economically developed countries. 
Nonetheless, our government (really governments since there are three levels that take an 
active part) affects nearly everything that ordinary citizens do, in ways both good and 

is not to say that government’s other avenue of economic intervention, 
namely monetary policy, is unimportant. It is just because there is not enough time in the 
semester to cover everything in detail. In order to analyze government’s economic 
activities we will use the concepts of economics. You will not need an advanced 
economics or math background to take the course (it doesn’t hurt to have some basic 





Midterm (20%) and Final Exam (25%) 

Class Discussion (25%) 

Attendance (5%) 

For PhD students: Literature Review Paper (40%. Exams will account for 20% of grade 
and attendance will not count.) 

Lit. Review Outline  Due Sep. 14 



any student whose academic conduct at any time is, in its judgment, detrimental to the University. Such 
conduct shall include cases of plagiarism, collusion, cheating, giving or receiving or o_ering or soliciting 
information in examinations, or the use of previously prepared material in examinations or quizzes. 
Violations should be reported to me and will be investigated and adjudicated according to the Policy on 
Academic Honesty of the College of Arts and Sciences. If the charges are found to be true, the student may 
be liable for academic or disciplinary probation, suspension, or expulsion from the University. Please refer 
to the university policy at http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml. 
 
Expectations and Procedures 
 
Technology 
Put everything on mute. You do not need to use your laptop for this course. Please take notes the old 
fashionway. This will dissuade the trend of college students to browse the web, check e-mail, and frequent 
social networking sites during lecture. I will email all lecture powerpoints  after the daily lecture.  
 
Communication 
I will post grades, send class e-mails, etc. through the SLU Banner system. Be sure that you can access the 



Letter Grade   Percentage 
A                                 93-100             
A-                                90-92           
B+                               87-89            
B                                  83-86            
B-                                80-82            
C+                               77-79            
C                                 73-76            
C-                                70-72            
D                                 60-69            
F                            <60 
 
 
I reserve the right to make alterations in the grading of the assignments, i.e., the 
final points breakdown of each assignment based on unforeseen circumstances that 
may arise during the semester. 
 
Academic Integrity Syllabus Statement 
  
Academic integrity is honest, truthful and responsible conduct in all academic 
endeavors. The mission of Saint Louis University is "the pursuit of truth for the 
greater glory of God and for the service of humanity."  Accordingly, all acts of 
falsehood demean and compromise the corporate endeavors of teaching, research, 
health care, and community service via which SLU embodies its mission. The 
University strives to prepare students for lives of personal and professional integrity, 
and therefore regards all breaches of academic integrity as matters of serious 
concern. 
  
The governing University-level Academic Integrity Policy was adopted in Spring 
2015, and can be accessed on the Provost's Office website at: 
  
http://www.slu.edu/Documents/provost/academic_affairs/University-
wide%20Academic%20Integrity%20Policy%20FINAL%20%206-26-15.pdf. 
  
Additionally, each SLU College, School, and Center has adopted its own academic 
integrity policies, available on their respective websites.  All SLU students are 
expected to know and abide by these policies, which detail definitions of 
violations, processes for reporting violations, sanctions, and appeals.  Please direct 
questions about any facet of academic integrity to your faculty, the chair of the 
department of your academic program, or the Dean/Director of the College, School 
or Center in which your program is housed. 
  
Specific College of Arts and Sciences Academic Honesty Policies and Procedures 
may be found at: 



  
 http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml 
  
Title IX Syllabus Statement 
Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and 
seeking an environment that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment. If you 
have encountered any form of sexual misconduct (e.g. sexual assault, sexual 
harassment, stalking, domestic or dating violence), we encourage you to report this 
to the University. If you speak with a faculty member about an incident of 
misconduct, that faculty member must notify SLU's Title IX coordinator, (DuBourg 
Hall, room 36; akratky@slu.edu; 314-977-3886) and share the basic fact of your 
experience with her. The Title IX coordinator will then be available to assist you in 



●       University-



1. Students who exhibit any potential COVID symptoms (those that cannot be attributed to 
some other medical condition the students are known to have, such as allergies, asthma, 
etc.) shall absent themselves from any in-person class attendance or in-person participation 
in any class-related activity until they have been evaluated by a qualified medical official.   
Students should contact the 


