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POLS 2640 – International Terrorism 
Tuesday / Thursday 12:45-2:00 pm 

Matthew Nanes – matthew.nanes@slu.edu  

Office Hours: Tues 11-12, Wed 10-11, McGannon Hall 123 

 

Course Description and Goals: 

 

According to the Global Terrorism Database, more than 26,000 people were killed by terrorist attacks 

worldwide in 2017, a typical year for the last several decades. Yet, while terrorist violence often grabs 

headlines and elicits strong emotional responses, these 26,000 deaths accounted for just 0.05% (5 in 

10,000) of deaths. Among everyone alive at the start of 2017, the probability of dying in a terrorist attack 

that year was about 0.0000035%. Americans were substantially more likely to die from slipping in their 

bathtub than from a terrorist attack. Setting aside active war zones like Iraq and Syria, or failed states like 

Somalia, in no country in the world did terrorism account for even 1% of deaths.  

 

The motivation for this class, then, is not that terrorism is so common or so dangerous, but rather that it 

receives so much attention despite being largely irrelevant to the security of virtually everyone on earth. 

An incredibly diverse range of organizations devote millions of dollars and countless hours to trying to 
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2. CLASS PARTICIPATION – 15%. All students are expected to contribute to in-class discussions 

in a thoughtful manner. This grading category includes your participation in any in-class 

activities.  

3. RESPONSE PAPERS (take home) – 40%. Two papers worth 20% each. Synthesize a set of 
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2/20 – Rationality of Suicide Terrorism 

 Hoffman (2003), “The Logic of Suicide Terrorism” 

 

2/25 – Case Study: The Islamic State 

 

Who Fights? 

 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

 Identify risk factors that increase the likelihood an individual will participate in or support 

terrorism 

 Explain and differentiate several theories for why people participate in political violence 

 Map theories of terrorism onto the IRA and its actions 

 

2/27 – Backlash 

 Mitts (2016), “Anti-Muslim Hostility and Support for ISIS in the West” 

 

3/3 – Rationalist Motives 

 Kalyvas and Kocher (2007), “Free Riding in Civil Wars” 

 

3/5 – Mid-Class Review 

 

3/10 – SPRING BREAK 

3/12 – SPRING BREAK 

 

3/17 – Employment, economic well-being, and participation in conflict 

 

3/19 – Greed, Grievance, and Feasibility 

 Collier, Hoeffler, and Rohner (2009), “Beyond Greed and Grievance: Feasibility and Civil War.” 

Oxford Economic Papers 61, Pages 1-27. 

 

3/24 – Writing for Political Science 

 

3/26 – NO CLASS 

 

3/31 – Case Study: The IRA 

 BBC, History of The Troubles: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/troubles  

 Browse the CAIN website: http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/events/index.html  

 McCann, Eamonn (2015), “The Troubles Are Back.” New York Times 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/05/opinion/the-troubles-are-back.html  

 Additional Reading TBA 

 

Terrorist HR 

 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

 Identify several challenges that terrorist leaders face in directing subordinate members of their 

organization 

 Explain how terrorist leaders manage those challenges 

 Explain how governments can exploit those weaknesses to defeat terrorists 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/troubles
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4/2 – Management Problems 

 Shapiro (2013), Terrorist’s Dilemma (Chapter 1) 

 

4/7 – Case Study: White Supremacist Terror 

 Reading TBA 

 

4/9 – HOLY THURSDAY / NO CLASS 

 

4/14 – Management Problems 

 Meronova (2019), From Freedom Fighters to Jihadists. Chapter TBA 

 

Political Solutions to Terrorism 

 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

 Identify common counterterrorism strategies 

 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of those strategies 

 Propose appropriate counterterrorism strategies given a particular set of conditions 

 

4/16 – Political Solutions to Terrorism 

  

4/21 – The Security-Freedom Tradeoff 

 Davis and Silver (2003), “Civil Liberties versus Security” 

 [In class] Media Activity 

 

4/23 – Democracy and Counterterrorism 

 Nanes (2017), “Political Violence Cycles” 

 

4/28 – Winning Hearts and Minds 

 Berman, Shapiro, and Felter (2018), Small Wars, Big Data. Chapter 3. 

 

4/30 – Wrap Up and Review 

 

 

 

 


