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POLS 1100—Introduction to American Government 

Fall 2021 
 
 
Professor: Robert A. Cropf, Ph.D. 

Days and time: TR, 2:15-3:30 McGannon Hall Rm 260 
Office hours: Tuesday noon-2:00 
Course Credits: 3 
 
Ways of Thinking: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

This course is part of the Saint Louis University Core, an integrated intellectual 

experience completed by all baccalaureate students, regardless of major, program, 

college, school or campus. The Core offers all SLU students the same unified approach to 

Jesuit education guided by SLU’s institutional mission and identity and our nine 

undergraduate Core Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs).  

 

Ways of Thinking: Social and Behavioral Sciences is one of 19 Core Components. The University Core 
SLO(s) that this component is designed to intentionally advance are listed below: 
University Core Student Learning Outcomes 
The Core SLO(s) that this component is intentionally designed to advance are:  
SLO 2: Integrate knowledge from multiple disciplines to address complex questions 
SLO 3: Assess evidence and draw reasoned conclusions 

 

Additionally, the Core Component-level Student Learning Outcomes are listed below: 
Component-level Student Learning Outcomes 
Students who complete this course will be able to: 

 Understand a range of social or behavioral theories and principles 

 Use these theories and principles to acquire knowledge about individual, cultural, political, economic, or 
social events/processes 

 Describe competing paradigms of knowledge (from the dominant discipline or field) 

 Draw reasoned conclusions through the use of evidence and theories 

 Apply social and behavioral knowledge to better understand contemporary issues and challenges 

 

 
 

I. Course Description:   
 
The 2016 and 2020 presidential elections were pivotal and will go down among the 
most debated and controversial elections in all of American history. The 2018 midterm 
election was no less significant in shaping the country’s future. This year’s presidential 
race is already among the most controversial and hotly contested elections in U.S. 

https://www.slu.edu/provost/university-undergraduate-core/core-student-learning-outcomes.php
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history, both because of events leading up to the vote and the events after that 
culminated in the failed insurrection in the U.S. Capitol on January 6th. This course will 
help you make sense about what is happening in the United States during this incredibly 
volatile period in our history and will help you understand American political institutions 
and the political system. Knowledge of the dynamics of and interactions among political 
institutions, including the presidency, congress, the judiciary, public opinion, the media, 
and political parties is absolutely essential to gain a full comprehension of what all is at 
stake not only for the United States but the rest of the world.  
 
We will focus on the institutional rules and structures and human behaviors shaping 
government, the operation of elections, the development of parties and interest groups, 
social movements, public opinion, as well as the functioning of Congress, the 
presidency, and the courts.  We begin with an historic overview of the topics that will 
examine how the current system has evolved because to understand the way 
government in the U.S. works today we have to trace its development over the last 230 
years. The foundation of the U.S. political system and the rules and norms evolving over 
several centuries continue to exert a tremendous influence on how the government 
performs, what policies it produces, and how its citizens engage with it. This course 
fulfills the social science core requirement. 

II.   Ways of Thinking: Social and Behavioral Sciences requirement of the Saint 
Louis University Core  

This course is part of the Saint Louis University Core, an integrated intellectual 
experience completed by all baccalaureate students, regardless of major, program, 
college, school or campus. The Core offers all SLU students the same unified approach 
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I. (A) Chapter 1: August 31 and September 2. 
II. (A) Chapter 2: September 7 and 9. 
III. (A) Chapter 3: September 14 and 16. 
IV. (A) Chapter 4:  September 21 and 23. 
V. (A) Chapter 5:  September 28 and 30. 
VI. (A) Chapter 6: October 5 and 7. 
VII. (A) Chapter 7:  October 12 and 14.
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conduct shall include cases of plagiarism, collusion, cheating, giving or receiving or o_ering or soliciting 
information in examinations, or the use of previously prepared material in examinations or quizzes. 
Violations should be reported to me and will be investigated and adjudicated according to the Policy on 
Academic Honesty of the College of Arts and Sciences. If the charges are found to be true, the student 
may be liable for academic or disciplinary probation, suspension, or expulsion from the University. Please 
refer to the university policy at http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml. 
 

XII. Expectations and Procedures 
 
Technology 
 
Put everything on mute. You do not need to use your laptop for this course. Please take notes the old 
fashioned way. This will dissuade the trend of college students to browse the web, check email, and 
frequent social networking sites during lecture. I will upload to Canvas 

http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml
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